
Cameron Tescher 
 

 camerontescher@gmail.com / linkedin.com/in/cameron-tescher / (818) 913-8325 
 

EDUCATION: 

University of Arizona​  August 2025 - Present 
Master’s of Science in School of Natural Resources 
Emphasis in Wildlife Conservation 
Coursework: Landscape Ecology, Data Wrangling 
 

University of California, Davis​   September 2019 - June 2023 
Bachelor of Science in Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology, GPA: 3.61​  
Concentration in Wildlife and Conservation Biology 
Coursework: Ecology of Waterfowl and Gamebirds, Ornithology, Ocean and Coastal Policy, Herpetology, 
Ichthyology, California Floristics, Wildlife Ecology, Conservation Biology, Tropical Ecology, Climate Change 
Ecology, Wildlife Physiology, Fish Field Studies 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

“Using Nocturnal Flight Calls to Track Migration Between the Coast Ranges and the Central 
Valley”: Cameron Tescher, Jasmine Aguilar, Jessica Baggott, Stephanie Bottcher, Jay Chen, Francis L 
Fabbro, Ashleigh K Mcneil, Laura Morris, Zane Pickus, Alon S Robbins, Justin Saldana, Finnian A 
Velisaris, Angela Yang, Robert E Furrow 

University of California, Davis 
●​ Submitted to Western Birds journal (to be published in next journal) 
●​ Abstract: Identified neotropical nocturnal migration is far more abundant over the Central Valley 

than over Coast Ranges. Conclusions based on autonomous recording units (ARUs) research team 
installed across the Central Valley and Coast Ranges. Recordings were analyzed to determine flock 
density of both common and uncommon migratory species enroute to breeding sites. 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Assistantship Researcher​    August 2025 - Present 
Duchardt Lab, University of Arizona 
●​ Conducting point counts and transect surveys across the Santa Rita Experimental Range to observe 

trends in grassland birds after mesquite removal 
●​ Using ArcGIS and Field Maps to access survey points and observe where mesquite removal is 

present 
●​ Coding with RStudio to discover trends of surveyed birds 
●​ Writing proposals to receive excess funding 

 

Nocturnal Flight Call Undergraduate Researcher​    January 2022 - June 2023 
Furrow Lab, University of California, Davis 
●​ Installed recording units across the Central Valley and Coast Ranges to document flight calls of 

common western passerine species (Lazuli Bunting, Yellow Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, and 
Swainson’s Thrush) 

●​ Created spectrograms (Audacity) to identify flight calls 
●​ Coded findings (RStudio) and plotted recording unit locations (ArcGIS) 
●​ Wrote and received grant proposals from the Yolo Bird Alliance 
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Field Methods in Bodega Bay ​ March 2023 - June 2023 
Bodega Marine Laboratory, University of California, Davis 
●​ Researched fish population density and size distribution in seagrass, mud and tidal habitats 
●​ Handled seine nets to capture fish within studied habitats 
●​ Analyzed fish population trends through visual graphs (RStudio) 
●​ Presented findings as a scientific paper 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

Wildlife Conservation Technician​ May 2025 - August 2025 
North Carolina Breeding Bird Atlas, NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
●​ Detected birds and their breeding behaviors in the state of North Carolina using eBird to determine 

species’ nesting status 
●​ Identified all coastal NC breeding bird species through their sight, call, and song  
●​ Utilized GIS to determine status of properties, view habitat quality, and additional birds seen before 

surveying 
●​ Accessed private properties via contacting landowners 
●​ Kayaked and assisted docking boats to survey remote locations 

 

Radar Screening Technician​ January 2025 - April 2025 
Aeroecology Lab, University of Delaware 
●​ Researched nocturnal bird movement to identify migration stopover locations along the Great 

Lakes for preservation   
●​ Utilized IDV maps to observe bird exodus and remove clutter and distortion caused by precipitation 

periods 
●​ Filtered out precipitation day distortion using NOAA Radar Data in RStudio 
●​ Participated in biweekly lab meetings and team discussions on newly published ornithology and 

bird and bird migration papers 
 

Biological Field Technician​ September 2024 - December 2024 
Western Ecosystems Technology, Inc. 
●​ Measured and surveyed state-protected vegetation in planned renewable energy corridor 
●​ Navigated and plotted points using GPS and ArcGIS Field Maps to establish vegetation protection zones  
●​ Reached survey sites driving off-road vehicles through Mojave desert terrain 

 

Biological Field Technician​ April 2024 - July 2024 
Valente Biodiversity Conservation Lab, Auburn University 
●​ Performed point counts and vegetation surveys in Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) as part of the 

state’s Conservation Planning Inventory to assess population changes 
●​ Identified Alabama WMA breeding bird species by sight, call, and song 
●​ Navigated backcountry terrain with compasses and GPS units to reach point count sites  
●​ Surveyed vegetation cover using moosehorn densiometers and hypsometers 
●​ Documented species of concern in the state of Alabama such as Cerulean Warblers, Northern 

Bobwhites, and Bachman’s Sparrows 
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Waterbird Biologist​ September 2023 - February 2024 
San Francisco Bird Observatory, Milpitas, California 
●​ Surveyed and counted waterbird species in salt ponds using tally counters 
●​ Documented threatened species including Snowy Plovers 
●​ Monitored shorebirds for annual Pacific Flyway Shorebird Survey 
●​ Tested water samples for LDO, pH, water temperature, and salinity using a sonde and hydrometers 
●​ Utilized Microsoft Access to input bird survey data and weather conditions 
●​ Assisted donors with registration for fundraising event 

 

Biological Science Technician (GS-5)​ June 2023 - August 2023 
United States Forest Service (USFS) 
●​ Installed 150 autonomous recording units across Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest to document 

endangered Spotted Owls 
●​ Hiked up to 12 miles each day carrying gear weighing over 30 pounds to install units 
●​ Created survey plans and maps using GPS, Gaia, Avenza, and compasses 
●​ Flagged survey sites to assist future surveys 
●​ Drove heavy-duty four-wheel drive trucks on rugged National Forest roads 

 

Museum of Wildlife and Fish Biology Field Intern​ April 2021 - June 2023  
University of California, Davis 
Nestbox Work- Performed nestbox surveys in Glenn County and Putah Creek, CA for further research and 
conservation on cavity-nesting species 
●​ Banded 150 Tree Swallows, House Wrens, Ash-throated Flycatchers, White-breasted Nuthatches, 

and Western Bluebirds from 40 different nests  
●​ Maintained nest boxes and removed stinging insect and invasive species occupying nests 
●​ Resighted adult bird color-band combinations to detect nest origin 

        Point Count and Transect Work- Documented bird species along Putah Creek, CA to determine what 
        species are found for the Sacramento Valley Bird Inventory 

●​ Performed point count and transect surveys through sound and sight 
●​ Used rangefinders to measure distances 
●​ Identified population distributions and migratory trends across survey areas 

 

Banding Intern for Point Blue Bird Observatory​ July 2023 - September 2023 
Point Blue Conservation Science, Bolinas, California 
●​ Banded songbirds captured with mist nets  
●​ Classified species’ age, sex, and physiology through plumage, skulling, wing length, fat 

composition, and signs of cloacal perturbance 
●​ Catalogued captured data on handled birds into the Point Blue archive 
●​ Applied for and received funding from public and private sources 
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Student Researcher Volunteer for Greater Sage-Grouse​ September 2021 - February 2022 
Gail Patricelli Lab, University of California, Davis 
●​ Studied pre-recorded videos of sage grouse on leks to track the strut rates and other breeding 

behaviors  
●​ Attended lab meetings and discussed scientific papers and research with graduate students and 

professor  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
“Flight Calls to Monitor Nocturnal Migration” - Western Field Ornithologist Conference (October 
2024), Yolo Audubon Society (April 2023), and Undergraduate Research Conference (URC) at UC 
Davis (April 2023) 
 

“Identification Workshop: Waterfowl in California” - Birdwatching Club at UC Davis (Jan. 2023) 
 

LEADERSHIP / OTHER: 

Birder/Bird Photographer ​ August 2012 - Present 
●​ Started birding in 2013; used eBird since 2018 
●​ Photographed birds using Canon EOS R7 since 2013 
●​ Life List: 987; County List - Ventura: 317, Yolo: 276; eBird Checklists: 4,212 
●​ eBird profile: ebird.org/profile/NTkyNzMy 

 

President and Co-founder of Birdwatching Club at UC Davis​ May 2021 - May 2023 
●​ Created one of the University’s most successful wildlife clubs, obtaining a membership of 300 

students, faculty, and community residents within a two-year period 
●​ Guided field trips, delivered presentations on birds and birding, and taught hands-on birding skills 
●​ Organized meetings and events 
●​ Ran workshops to teach students difficult bird identifications 

 

Putah Creek Christmas Bird Count Area Leader​ November 2020 - December 2023 
●​ Organized Zoom count planning meetings and assigned bird team coverage 
●​ Compile bid count data in Excel tables 
●​ Led outreach initiatives to gain participation from the greater community 

 

Audubon Bobcat Ranch Volunteer​ May 2022 - June 2023 
●​ Assisted with phenology surveys at Audubon’s Bobcat Ranch 
●​ Identified bird species and performed bird counts 
●​ Facilitated private property access 

 
Campus Orientation Leader​ May 2021 - September 2021 
●​ Provided campus tours to incoming freshmen 
●​ Advised and educated students on college life, academic tools, and campus resources 
●​ Assisted students with choosing presentations and navigating the campus 

 

UC Davis Symphony Orchestra (French Horn)​ April 2019 - 2023 
●​ Assistant principal from 2021 - 2022 
●​ Principal player from 2022 - 2023 
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Miscellaneous Community Orchestras and Ensembles​ 2012 - Present 
●​ Principal horn for University of Arizona Wind Symphony from 2025 - present, University of Delaware 

Symphonic Band in 2025, and Antelope Valley College Symphonic Band in 2024 
 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS / CERTIFICATIONS:     

Introduction to Occupancy Modeling, Center for Wildlife Studies​ February 2025 
●​ Learning the methods, applications, and programming of occupancy modeling 

 

First Aid CPR AED Certification, American Heart Association​ May 2024 
●​ Reenacted various scenarios on performing CPR, using AEDs, and using First Aid kits 

 

Departmental Citation, University of California, Davis​ May 2023 
●​ Awarded for active involvement within the curriculum 

 

Citation for Outstanding Performance, University of California, Davis​ May 2023 
●​ Awarded for receiving a 3.6 GPA or above 

 

Hunter Education Certificate, California Fish and Wildlife Service​ January 2022 
●​ Performed training in firearms and conservation to be able to hunt in national wildlife refuges 

 

SCUBA Certification, PADI Open Water Diver​ April 2013 
●​ Received certification for SCUBA diving up to 60 feet in depth 

 

SKILLS 
●​ Bird Survey Protocol: Conducted point counts, transect surveys, waterbird, and shorebird surveys 

to detect amount of birds over allotted times 
●​ Bird Banding and Extraction: Banded adult birds captured in mist-nets with USGS and color 

bands as well as on bird chicks from nestboxes 
●​ Microsoft Excel: Proficient in creating graphs and organizing data 
●​ ArcGIS: UC Davis coursework to create StoryMaps and learn GIS fundamentals 
●​ R and RStudio: Completed course in applying this software for research 
●​ Microsoft Access: Used software to input presence or absence, behavior, and tally of birds 
●​ Plant Keying: Used The Jepson Manual to key plants to order, family, genus, and/or species 
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REFERENCES 
 
●​ Robert Furrow PhD, Assistant Professor of Teaching at UC Davis 

Faculty Research Advisor 
1061 Academic Surge Building 
University of California, Davis 
One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA 95616 
Phone: (610) 715-9123 
Email: refurrow@ucdavis.edu 
 

 
●​ Andrew Engilis, Jr., Head Curator at UC Davis Museum of Wildlife and Fish Biology 

Employer for Nestbox and Bird Surveys 
Academic Surge Building 
University of California, Davis 
One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA 95616 
Phone: (530) 752-0364 
Email:  aengilisjr@ucdavis.edu 
 
 

 
●​ Andrew Rypel PhD, Professor at UC Davis 

​ Mentor for Course-based Research Project in Bodega Bay 
Current Professor at Auburn University 
School of Fisheries, Aquaculture & Aquatic Sciences 
203 Swingle Hall 
Auburn Univ, AL 36849 
Phone: (205) 886-9916 
Email: rypel@auburn.edu 
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